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1. EXPLANATION    (THE THIEF`S STORY)  

CHARACTERS:
Hari Singh: 

He is a 15 years old,fair handed thief. He is keen on learning how to read and write. He is

an experienced robber 

Anil: 

He is a 25 years old,tall and lean man. He earns his living by writing. He is a kind,simple

and an easy-going person.

The story is about two different people. One is a thief of 15 years of age and the other is a man of

approximately 25 years, watching a wrestling match somewhere. The name of the person watching the

match is Anil. The thief approaches Anil and starts talking to him because he feels that he had not robbed

anyone in the past few days and thought that it would be easy to rob a simple person like Anil. They both

start talking and Anil asks the thief his name. The thief introduces himself as Hari Singh. This is not his real

name as he changes his name every month to escape his ex employers or police. Then they started talking

about the wrestlers and Anil was leaving when Hari called him again and asked him if he could work for

Anil. Anil said that he won't be able to pay him but could feed him if he knew how to cook. Hari lied that

he knew how to cook. Anil took Hari to his room which was above a sweet shop. Hari cooked a meal

which was really bad because Anil did not eat it. Anil asked Hari to leave but he tried to please Anil. Hari

smiled in his most attractive way and Anil could not stop laughing looking at him. Anil agreed to teach

Hari how to cook, write full sentences and add numbers. Hari was grateful as he knew that there would

be no limit to robbing people once he learnt how to read and write. 

The narrator used to like working for Anil as he used to make him tea in the morning and then go out to
buy the groceries for the day. He also used to steal 1 rupee from the money that was given to him to buy
the groceries everyday. Anil knew that he used to steal but did not mind.
Anil used to make money by irregular works. Sometimes he used to borrow money and the other day,
when he had money, he would be lending it to other people. Whenever he used to get money, he would
go out with his friends to celebrate.
One day, Anil came in with a bundle of notes and told Hari that he had sold a book to a publisher. At night
he kept the money safely under the mattress of his bed. Hari realized that he had been working for Anil
for more than a month and had not stolen anything apart from the 1 rupee that he kept everyday from
the grocery money. Hari had many chances to steal as he had the key to the room as well. But he was
surprised with the amount of trust Anil had on him as he had never seen such a trusting person in his life.
This trust thing was preventing him from robbing Anil as Hari thought that robbing a careless person like
Anil didn't make much difference because he might not even notice that he had been robbed and that
took out all the fun from the work. Then he thought of stealing Anil’s money and justified himself that if
he didn't steal money from Anil then also he would waste it on his friends and also, Anil didn't pay him for
the work that he did.
 Hari then woke up at night and quietly crawled to Anil’s bed. He steals the money and decides to leave
the city by Lucknow Express that departed at 10:30. When he reached the station, the train had slowly
started moving from the platform. He could have easily caught the train, but he hesitated and he himself
did not know the reason for it. Before he had reached the station he counted the money and it was 600
rupees in 50 rupee notes. He could live a lavish life for 2 - 3 weeks with so much money. After the train



had left, Hari was all alone at the train station. He was left with no place to sleep at night. The only person
he knew was Anil and he had looted him as well. He sat on a bench in a park and as it started to rain, he
sat down under the clock tower. Then he realized that the notes had got wet. He realized that learning
how to read and write would help him to get a much more respectable and honest job which would pay
him much more than these few hundred rupees. Then he decided to go back to Anil’s house.
He reached the room and placed the money back. Next morning, he woke up a bit late and Anil had
already made his tea. Aniul gave a 50 rupee note to Hari as he had got paid for some work and he would
be paid regularly. Hari took the note in his hand and realized that the note was still wet from the rain last
night. Hari realized that Anil had come to know about his misdeed but there was no sadness, anger or
guilt in his mind. The narrator smiled in a beautiful way and it was genuine happiness as he knew that he
had saved himself from the wrong road.

Answer the following questions:    
1. What are Hari Singh’s reactions to the prospect of receiving an education? Do they change over time?
2. Why does Anil not hand the thief over to the police? Do you think most people would have done so?

In what ways is Anil different from such employers?
3. Was Hari singh successful in robbing Anil? 
4. What did Anil and Hari agree upon to be the mode of payment?
5. What made Hari singh go back to Anil`s house?
6. Why was it difficult for Hari to rob Anil?
7. “Money can`t make a man as much as education can.” Elucidate the statement.

           

WRITING AND GRAMMAR

1. Fill in the blanks with the most suitable words:
When I (i) ………………………….. back, I (ii) …………………………… my friends laughing. I wondered 
what (iii) …………… be the reason. Then I (iv) ……………………………. That my shirt (v) 
…………………………………. A black stain vi) ……………. The sleeve.

2. In the following passage, one word has been omitted in each line against which a blank space is given. 
Write the missing word along with the word that comes before and the word that comes after it. Ensure 
that the word that forms your answer is underlined. 

                      
                                                                                        BEFORE     ANSWER             AFTER    

Pollution is one the most serious problems               one           of                           the
facing by humanity today. This problem fairly ………......     (a)    ………..…       ………………..
Complicated for much of the pollution is by             . .……….…    (b)    ………..…      ………………..
Objects and activities benefit mankind. Two             ………..….     (c)    ………..…       ………………..
Third of Delhi`s appalling pollution is vehicles. ………...….    (d)    …………..        ……………….

3. The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each of the lines against which a blank is  
given. Identify the error and write it along with the correction in the answer sheet. 

                                                                                    INCORRECT       CORRECT

               The crow must has known ........................     (a)     .............................

               something is wrong because it

               kept on flying up and circle the ........................     (b)    .............................

               tree, reluctant to settled in it ........................     (c)     .............................

               and reluctant on fly away ........................     (d)     .............................



4. Rearrange the following groups of words / phrases to make meaningful sentences:
a) Foundation/discipline/of/is/the/society/very
b) In/all/importance/it/is/spheres/of/of/great/life
c) Will/life/disorderly/without/it/become
d) Everyone/civilised/society/follow/rules/must/in/a

5. On your way to school you see many taps provided by the municipal corporation on the roadside either 
leaking or left running by careless members of the public. A lot of water is thus wasted. Municipal officials 
alsodo not bother. Write an article on the topic ‘Water is scarce,Save it.’’  You are Raman Jain/Radhika. 

6. You are Somesh Banerjee/Srijita Mandal of 25/k,Krishna Nagar,Varanasi. Recently ,you read an article in 
a newspaper that in many parts of the country , young girls are married off early and are not sent to school
by their parents. Write a letter to the Editor ,The Bright News, highlighting the importance of educating 
girls and how the government can spread awareness among people regarding the same.

                                         ………………………..


